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1 Introduction

While teaching Japanese to non-native speakers of Japanese, we have noticed
that those who can reiterate phrases spoken by native speakers of Japanese can speak
the language well. The same should be true to any language, when we imagine the
situation where we reiterate phrases in Navajo, which we have not learned yet. It would
be highly unlikely that we can speak Navajo fluently without being able to repeat
phrases spoken by native speakers of Navajo. Thus, it seems that there is a certain
correlation between the repetition ability and the speaking ability. In this paper, then,
we address the question as to what relationship the repetition ability has with the
speaking ability.

The organization of this paper is as follows. Section 2 gives a brief summary of
the research question. Section 3 provides the procedures of the research. Section 4
presents the finding of the research, and Section 5 provides concluding remarks.

2 Research Question

While teaching Japanese to non-native speakers of Japanese, we have observed
that those who can reiterate phrases spoken by Japanese well can speak the language
well. Our research question is thus, what relationship the repetition ability has with the
speaking ability, as shown in (1).

(1)  Research Question
What relationship does the repetition ability have with the speaking ability?

3 Procedures

The procedures of this research are as follows. First, we made the Repetition
Test (R-Test) and the Speaking Test (S-Test) based on the textbook Yookoso! by
Tohsaku (1994) in the form of a videotape. Section 3.1 gives a brief description of the
R-Test, and Section 3.2 the S-Test. Second, we administered the R-Test and the S-Test
in this order to 32 Japanese learners at two universities in the States, namely, Salem-
Teikyo University and Wake Forest University. Third, and finally, we analyzed the data
by Pearson'’s correlation analysis. These procedures are summarized in (2).

2) Procedures
a.  Creation of the Repletion Test (R-Test) and the Speaking Test (S-Test)
b. Administration of the R-Test and the S-Test
c. Pearson's Correlation Analysis

3.1 The Repetition Test (R-Test)
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‘There has been no official repetition test in Japanese invented so far. Thus, we
created one for the sake of this project. We made the R-Test based on the textbook
Yookoso! by Tohsaku (1994), since it is one of the few textbooks most commonly used
in Japanese instruction in the States. There are 46 grammar items to be learned in the
textbook, and we randomly picked out 20 grammar items to make sentences to be
repeated. Each sentence is short enough in order to avoid problems caused by memory
capacity. Thus, the longest sentence has 20 morae, and the rest have less. The R-Test

is shown in Chart 1.

Chart 1: The Repetition Test

Name:

Score:

ZivE, BAFEOBRVIBELTAMTY, BOBIZHONT, BUIELTLEEY, flz

/20

X, B, TE2&x5] EEokb, HiRTEH,

This i1s a Japanese repetition test. Please repeat after me. For example, after I say
"Tokyo", you say "Tokyo". There are a total of 20 sentences. There is about a 3 second

interval between each sentence.

OO0~ U D WN -

ZhiE, WHSADOETT,

HDETIX, #NTT,

Lo kiz, BELIHVET,
AADOAOE., AL BWTETN?
R, MEYRE L,
ZZTCRHERERERELL I,
BEi, KERL D KEWTT,
brok, BREONEZATT,
ANRRZEE T, BEEWVWELE,
BB, 2RV LRERA,
BHEZT2300, KiFETT,

FEBbH. 4B, BBV ELE,
RS AL, 7T AENETET,
EHIABEBEWERIZ, BHLLAWNWTT,
7. BEERATEZLBHY EX¥A,
MEES AT, I, ot BWVET,
BRiZ, 5, BTLEWNWELE,
RKEDOWWERIL, EBILET,
HHEROMTEIZ, BREZES T,
e, BRIZITINE I, b0 EHA,

INTRDDTY, HYRESTSNELE,

(E5& %51 LELTTFEN,
Xit, £2TT, 205V ET, XEXDMIE, 720z, 3 HNTT,
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We then recorded the R-Test in a videotape. One of the authors, who is a male
native speaker of Japanese, read the 20 sentences. The test lasts about 3 minutes. The
instruction to the test was also recorded, and was provided both in Japanese and English
before the test. The instruction is shown above the 20 sentences.

The Instruction to the R-Test

This is a Japanese repetition test. Please repeat after me. For example, after I
say "Tokyo," you say "Tokyo." There are a total of 20 sentences. There is about
a 3 second interval between each sentence.

The test was provided after the testee completely understood what he/she was supposed
to do.

Comments are in order on evaluation of the R-Test. In principle, if the given
sentence cannot be literally reiterated, it is worth zero points. However, there is one
exception: pronunciation of proper names, such as family names. Slight deviation in
pronouncing proper names does not affect the score of the test, since it does not directly
indicate that the testee cannot repeat them.

3.2 The Speaking Test (S-Test)

Let us then turn to the S-Test. In contrast to the R-Test, there is an official
speaking test called the ACTFL Oral Proficiency Interview (ACTFL OPI). We could
have used the ACTFL OPI for the sake of this project. However, as it costs $115 per
person, it was not easy to collect data on oral proficiency. Thus, we created a speaking
test for the sake of this project, again, based on the textbook Yookoso! by Tohsaku
(1994). We used vocabularies and grammar items in the textbook, and made 20
conversational questions. The questions are not independent of each other, but as a
whole they make a possible natural story with appropriate answers from the testee. The
S-Test is shown in Chart 2.

Chart 2: The Speaking Test

Name:

Score: /20 %

Zhix. BAZSOORTF X FCF, ZOEFAERLNL, ©F40hOERBIZ. B
AETEZTTFE, BlIZ, 2059 ¥4, BREECERBOMIIX. 0z, 38<
HWTT,

This is a Japanese speaking test. While watching this video, please answer the
questions in the video in Japanese. There are 20 questions. There is about a 3 second
interval between each question.

HD—, Fh, BHEBLETRH, BLINT?

H—FITTD, &, (MEETTN?

HH, MELS BV, BEREBEMEL TET?

H—F S TTh, BRIZToHTENHY TN

H—FITTH, LZAT, S8IX, AR, BEFELEM?
b—E5TTh, Ledb, b, §FE T, MELEMKITIEEN,

U W N
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ZORARIT, fET52oH0 TTN?
H—F 3 TTh, T, ZOXKZFEIZOWT, EIBVETHNL?
H—F 5 TTD, TiX, BEARZDONT, EIBNVETHN?
0 H—FHTTD, Tk, HRERX, 228, BEABZEZMRLLS LEoEATY
e
11 —F53TTh, TiX, BEROEETAYIDETIE., EH560HFN, TFHA
VBFETTN?
12 H—FH5TTh, LodhH, BEROBRYDOF T, MR—FBHFETTM?
13 H—F52TT, Ledh, brok, HHORRIZOWT, XTI EEW,
14 H—F5TTd, CLrdh, Bl X, #LI<BELET®L?
15 LUdH, TOANIZ, FIITEATETN?
16 22, Zhhbd, Brol, BITFIITELVATTN, ZIhb—&FTVEEIT
. EFZIZHDET1?
17 H—F53TTh, Led., ZIhdb, TOHTET, HBOTITITETN?
18 U»db. ZORTOELIZIE., FARERDD T30
19 &, b2V ELE, TR, HREOEEBRIT. WOTTR?
20 H—FITTD, TR, BEBIZ, REZEELEL, FAREENLEWTY
N

O W~

HOBRLSITENELL,

We then recorded the S-Test in a videotape. One of the authors, who is a male
native speaker of Japanese, read the 20 questions. The test lasts about 3 minutes. The
instruction to the test was also recorded, and was provided both in Japanese and English
before the test. The instruction is shown above the 20 questions.

The Instruction to the S-Test

This is a Japanese speaking test. While watching this video, please answer the
questions in the video in Japanese. There are 20 questions. There is about a 3
second interval between each question.

The test was provided after the testee completely understood what he/she was supposed
to do.

When evaluating the S-Test, there are two things, which if violated, will lead to
a question being worth zero points. These are relevance of the answer to the question
and consistency between the question and the answer, as shown in (3).

(3)  Cannot be violated
a. relevance of the answer to the question
b. consistency between the question and the answer

For instance, to the question 1, onamae wa 'What is your name?,’ answers such as
hatachi desu T am 20 years old' are considered irrelevant to the question, and are not
given a point. Also, to the question 10 starting with naze ‘'why,' any answer that does
not end with kara 'because' is considered inconsistent with the question, and is not given
a point.

3.3 Data Analysis
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Let us now go into the data analysis. We examined the correlation of the score
of the R-Test with that of the S-Test through Pearson's correlation analysis. The
correlations coefficient between the score of the R-Test and that of the S-Test was .87,
as shown in (4). The p-value was less than .001.

(4)  Correlation Between the Score of the R-Test and the Score of the S-Test
r=.87
r-square = .75
p <.001
n=232

The result is more clearly shown in Chart 3 at the end of this paper.
4 The Finding

Thus, we found that the R-Test had a positive association with the S-Test. This
in turn suggests that the repetition ability has a positive association with the speaking

ability. Thus, the answer to the research question in (1) is (5).

(1)  Research Question
What relationship does the repetition ability have with the speaking ability?

(5)  Answer to the Research Question
The repetition ability has a positive association with the speaking ability.

5 Concluding Remarks

To conclude, this research has shown that the repetition ability is closely
correlated with the speaking ability. This suggests that the speaking ability or oral
proficiency can be predicted by a repetition test. Thus far, oral proficiency has only
been measured by the ACTFL OP], since it is the only official oral proficiency test.
However, the ACTFL OPI has two inconvenient aspects. First, it costs $115 per person,
which makes it difficult to obtain data on oral proficiency. Second, interviews are
conducted telephonically and in person, and each recorded interview is evaluated and
rated by two certified testers. Thus, it takes time to obtain data.

However, given the present research, it may be possible to overcome the
inconvenience of the ACTFL OPI. Suppose that we let the objects take the ACTFL OPI
and a repetition test at the same time, and analyze the data through a correlation
analysis. If it turned out that they have a positive association, we can use the repetition
test as an alternative to the ACTFL OPI. We can continue to revise the repetition test
until it has the highest correlations coefficient with the score of the ACTFL OPI. Note
that the repetition test is objective, since it has been video-taped, and all the test takers
are exposed to the same material. Also, as it does not need any certified tester, it does
not cost at all. Any Japanese language instructor then can use the repetition test at
his/her own institution. Thus, the present research has opened up a way to make an
objective, time-saving, and cost free oral proficiency test.

Before closing this paper, let us mention the areas of further investigation. Maki,
Dunton, Obringer, and Price (1999) show that writing proficiency has a positive
association with the sum of listening and reading proficiency, and argue that the
production ability and the perception ability are closely correlated. If their conclusion
is correct, it would predict that oral proficiency, which is a production ability, should
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have a positive association with the sum of listening and reading proficiency. Thus, the
first task is to investigate the relationship between them, which will be done by
analyzing the score of the R-Test and that of the M-Test through a correlation analysis.

The second issue is the relationship between oral proficiency and writing
proficiency. These two are considered production abilities. However, no research has
been done on the relationship between the two. Thus, the second task is to investigate
the relationship between them, which will be done by analyzing the score of the R-Test
and that of the K-Test through a correlation analysis.
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Chart 3: Correlation Between the'Score of the R-Test
and the Score of the S-Test
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